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The Seottiſh T oleration truly ſlated 
in a Letter toa PEER. 


My Lord, 

Return you the Letter, dated (as it 
were) on the 24. of January 1712, in 
Scotland, by a Prophetical Spirit z 
given in to anſwer a Bill of a Poſte- 

rior Date, offered to the Parliament of Bri- 
tain, with deſign to hinder the reading of 
the Goſpel ſolemnly in Churches, to reje& 
the Apoſtles Creed, by prohibition of 
its uſe, to countermand our Saviour's ex- 
preſs Command for ſaying the Prayer pre- 
{crib'd by him, when we pray; the caſting 
off, the plain and expreſs Form of Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline preſcrib'd by the Apo- 
ſtles, and practis'd by the Apoſtolick and 
Primitive Church ; denying Superiority and 


Subordination in Church Offices 3 and in 


conſequence, rejecting all natural as well as 
legal order: To force and oblige People to 
pray publickly, without allowing premedita- 
tion to any of what is pray'd for, in the Con- 
gregation, but to one allennarly ; and not al- 
lowing even that one to ſet what he ſays in 
order; ſecluding antecedent rational Conſi 
deration; ſetling the chief and principa- 
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Concerns of Chriſtianity (vis. publick Pray- 
er) on Enthuſiaſm; yea, ſo deep Enthuſiaſm, 
as to preſcribe Days and Hours to the Spirit 
of God, when it ſhall- infpire Prayer: To 
pray without Book in the Congregation ; 
and Preach N — ſe to them; to treat the 
Sacraments as bare Symbols; to eſteem the 
Sacraments as Ceremonies; and decent Ce- 
remonies, as Superſtition and Idolatry: I 
ſay, theſe things being enforced by a preten- 


ded Church, ſeems to be a Refuſal of Chri- 


ſtianity in that Church. 


There are many Volumes written, which 


ſufficiently prove the Matters of fact in the 
Tyrannick Perſecutions practis'd by the Preſ- 
byterians on Chriſtians in Scotland; and, 
for the foremention'd Cauſes. There are 
alſo Demonſtrations and ſufficient Proofs 
printed and publiſh'd, expoſing their 
Antichriſtian Doctrine and Practices: And 


nothing is more notorious to thoſe who 
know them, than that their Aſſertions 


in point of fact, are ſeldom accompanied 
with any Truth. And as to their Princi- 
ples and Doctrines, they are ſupported ouly, 
by wreſting Scripture into Heterodox Senſes ; 
and to interpret Laws, contrary to Reaſon. 
If they have obtain'd ſome Laws to eſta- 
bliſh their Tniquity , it is their Intereſt, to 
have theſe unalterable, or unaltered. : 
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As nothing is more pernicious than the 
Preſbyterian Government and Diſcipline (not 
as it ſtands in Law, but as they praiſe it 
in fact) except their Miſ-application of Law 
and Goſpel; fo, nothing can be more con- 
trary to the Peace, Proſperity and Union of 


Britain, thati to give them looſe Reins in 


their Fury, or to encourage them, by refuſing 


to tolerate true Chriſtianity in Scotland. 


The Characters of their Church, confiſt, 
in not uſing of the Prayers commanded 
by Chriſt, the Creed own'd by the Apoſto- 
lick and Primitive Church; the Eceleſiaſtick 
Government and Diſcipline preſcrib'd and 
practis'd by, and in the Chriſtian Church; 
in not reading of the Scriptures publickly 
in Churches, nor praying with premedita- 
tion or order, except by one only in a Con- 
gregation, and ſeldom by that one; in own- 
ing of the Divine Sacraments, as only ex- 
ternal Symbols, whilſt they diſown decent 
and indifferent Ceremonies, as high Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry; and as ſufficient 
os of Separation from Chriſt's Catho- 
lick Church. C 

But to draw our Conſideration to what 
is more proper, for the preſent State of the 
Caſe mention'd in the Letter from Scot- 


land, concerning that Toleration, which is 


now laid before her ſacred Majeſty and the 
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High Court of Parliament ; I ſhall now 
forbear them in their many Aſſertions, as 
to Doctrines and Matters of Facts wherein 
they have expos'd themſelves, in innume- 
rable Inſtances; and in all which the 
are more than ſufficiently expos'd to all 
who have conſidered, or will conſider 
what hath been written in favour of the 
oppreſſed People there; and ſhall come to 
their new and unparallell'd pretence, vis. 
that whatever be in their Preſbyterian frame, 
yet, it, and all things which have reference 
to it, are fo fenced by Acts of Parliament 
and a Treaty, that it is legally impoſſible 
to alter any thing therein. 

If this be true, *tis folly to debate, whe- 
ther their Doctrine, Diſcipline and Practices 
be Chriſtian or Antichriſtian, in order to 
amend or reform them: If Dagon be in the 
Temple, there he muſt be. 

Let us ſuppoſe that there is a Church Go- 
vernment eſtabliſh'd in Scotland, by Acts of 
Parliament; and that we grant an Act of 
Parliament to be a valid Right, until it be 
reſcinded ; the firſt Queſtion then is, if an 
Act of Parliament do impoſe a down-right 
Iniquity ; can that Act of Parliament with 
Juſtice make that Iniquity unalterable? Thus, 
in foro Divina. 


But, 
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But, in foro humano, can a humane Le- 
giſlative Power, make an Evil thing, a good 
thing? Or can it bind a Nation or a 
Perſon, to what is unjuſt or wicked? 
Is it Lawful or Juſt, to perſecute Perſons, 
for owning or practiſing the Religion, 
profeſs'd in and by, the reformed 
Church of England? Is the Doctrine and 
Worſhip of the Church of England, Super- 
ſtitious and Idolatrous or not? And, if it 
be not, can it be juſt or lawful to perſecute 
it, or any Member of it, for, being Super- 
ſtitious and Idolatrous, when it is not ſuch, 
In the next place, ſuppoſing that there 
had been perpetual Laws, or Leges fine ter- 
mino; Eſtabliſhing the Popiſh Religion, as 
the only Religion of Chriſt in Scotland; 
and this for many Parliaments and many 
Kings Reigus; and Kings and Queens ſworn 
thereto, at their Coronations : Cannot this 
be altered, nor a better Religion be brought 
in? Would it have been impious, in theſe 
Kings and Queens and their Parliaments to 
give Toleration to Proteſtants in their Reigns, 
or to ſtop Prieſts and Prieſt-ridden Judges 
from perſecuting the Reformed 2 Would it 
be a good Excuſe in the Day of Judgment, 
for Kings or Queens to obtrude ſuch an 
Act of Parliament or Treaty, for their Ex- 


cuſe. 
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It may perhaps be ſaid, that theſe were 
Popiſh Laws, and I ſay, mutato nomine, de 
te fabula narratur And, Crimen quos ini- 
quat, equut: However, both the Perſecu- 
tions, are againſt Proteftants ; which puts 
both the Laws under the ſame Specification, 
in and by their Objects. - 

But to go yet further into the mon- 
ſtrous pretence of the Preſbyterian Plea, let 
us try, what is this, that the Law has fo 
ſecured ? Is this a thing, or only a Name; 
it is a compleat thing, and its Name may 
be very equivocal ; but, theſe Parliaments 
(Preſbyterian as they were) had ſome Pity 
and Foreſight in wording of their Acts: 
They eftabliſh'd Preſbyterian Government 
with an expreſs Republication ; That 
is to ſay, an Eccleſiaſtical Government con- 
ſiſting of Kirk Seſſions, Preſbyteries, Pro- 
vincial Synods and General Aſſemblies. 

Adhering to my former Ground, that this 
Law, tho' a perpetual one. i. e. ſine terming, 
eſt de jure alterabile, and in juſtice ſhou'd 
be altered; but, ſive fic, frve fic, will this 
Inalterability go in the Council of Trent's 
Extenſion ; go to all things in any Senſe, 
which to Church Matters hath reference? 
Will this Inalterability and Infallibility com- 
municate its Nature and Perpetuity to Civil 
Matters and Affairs, which may relate 

| the 
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the Church; Ex. Gr. to Church Lands, to 
Mortifications, to Laick Patronages belon- 
ging to the Crown, or Subjects, Gc. 

'0 Mortals, theſe Acts and Laws, would 
ſeem ſtrictly and particularly, to relate on- 
ly to the Juriſdiction and judicative Power 
in Scotland; and now, there is none conten- 
ding for; nor pretending to any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Juriſdiction, but theſe only, who are 
caſt in the Preſbyterian Mould, and ſo, the 
Controverſy, doth not fall upon the Form of 
their Eſtabliſh'd Government, but is indeed 
a Complaint de abuſu Poteſtatis Ecclefraſtice, 
which, few Papiſts will deny to be a juſt 
Ground of Appeal, and conſequently for 
Redrels 

Another Specification of the Scots Preſ- 
byterian Government mentioned in theſe 
Acts, is, that the Preſbyterian Government 
Eſtabliſn'd by theſe Laws, was ſuch a Preſ- 
byterian Government, as reformed Scotland 
from Popery : If the preſent Mode of Preſ- 
bytery be far different from that, tho” it 
claim the Name, yet it is not the thing, 
which can claim the Benefit of this Law; 
for it is poſitively aſſerted, and can be 
prov'd by Records of Trans-Parliament and 
Church, that the Judicature which reformed 
Scotland from Popery, was nothing ſuch as 
this preſent Preſbytery 1s. 

| A 
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A Third Character of the Preſbytery Eſta- 
bliſh'd by theſe Laws; is, that it is the 
Government which is moſt conſonant to the 
Inclinations of the People : If their Word 
be taken on this, they will prove that; and 
much more, but, ſub periculo cauſe, there 
are Two for one in Scotland againſt their 
preſent Conſtitution and Exerciſe thereof. 

That which is yet to be ſaid, is of great 
Conſequence, vis. Is there a ſupreme legi- 
ſlative and juriſdictive Power, yet extant in 
Britain, or not? ] preſume all will grant 
that there is, and there is but one; for 
Two Legiflatives would be Two Cauſes of 
perpetual Diſorder and Contention : Of ſuch 
Confuſion, God was never Author; yet, 
ſome ſuch thing hath been, and may be 
amongſt theſe Inventions, which corrupt ed 
Mankind, hath found out to himſelf : Yea, 
the Romans, and ſeveral Republicks in Greece, 
had ſome ſuch Eſtabliſh'd - Miſchiefs not- 
withſtanding of their Vanity in Politeneſs; 
from which did ariſe their Tumults, Ci- 
vil War, and final Ruin. 

But of all ſuch complex Legiſlatures, 
none hath been ſo pernicious, as when one 
of the Contenders, pretends to a Jus Divi- 
num, for their Authority. 

All do, or ſhould acknowledge, that God 


is the ſupreme Legiſlator, and that his Laws 
are 


E 

are tranſcendent over all poſſible Powers; 
and, when a Competition occurs, betwixt 
his Authority and any other poſſible Pre- 
tender to Supremacy; beyond doubt, it is 
better to obey God than Man. We muſt 
obey God; but, ſince all Powers are of God, 
we muſt ſubmit to the Sanction, tho' we 
do not obey the Law. 

But from this, to infer different Legiſlative 
Powers, in one Body politick, is an Ima- 
gination propagated by the grand Author 
of Confuſion; pulPd by ſome Church-men 
into the Church, and on that Stuff, hath 
Antichriſt raiſed his Throne; from which 
good Lord deliver us. 

If there be one, and but one Legiſlative 
in Britain, it ſeems fooliſh, to contend, that 
they cannot make Laws or alter Laws ; 
yea that they ſhou'd not do ſo in Bonum 
Reipublice, 

A Legiſlative being once conſtituted eſpe- 
cially, if it be conſtituted by Compact and 
Treaty, of Two or more Conſtituents , 
whether that Legiſlative can alter its own 
Conſtitution, and change it into another 
Form ? is a ſublime Confideration : But 
this doth not at all concern what is now in 
bate; which only relates to Things and 
Matters, extrinſick and ſubje& to the ſu- 
preme Legiſlative, (I mean, ſupreme on 
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Earth) and who can doubt of this, when 
the Subject of the Debate, is ſuch things as 
have their Beings and Forms from the Civ 


vil Legiſlative Power ; the Author of 
the Letter againſt the Toleration, hath ſa- 
ved our Pains, to prove that Preſbytery in 
Scotland, that is to ſay, the Eceleſiaſtick Go- 
vernment which conſiſts in Kirk Seſſions, 
Synods, and General Ailemblies, ſtands on, 
and by Acts of Parliament. He hath dili- 
gently demonſtrated, that it doth ſo, from 
its firſt Origination in the Year 1581, till 
it ended in the Year 1610, and from its 
firſt Reſurrection, by a Rebellion in the 
Year 1638 or 1641, to its ſecond Extin- 
ction in the Year 1562 ; and ſrom its third 
Appearance in the Year 1690, to this Day. 
Are not all theſe Births and Reſurrections, 
by Acts of Parliament; and were not all 


their Deaths and Alterations, by and from 


the ſame Authority : Does not this deman- 
ſtrate, that this Government is by, and un- 
der the Legiſlative. Did not the Legiſlative 
juſt ſo, by Popery, and Popiſh Eccleſiaſtick 
Courts ? Did this hinder 3 Parlia- 
ments to reject, much leſs did it hinder Par- 


Iiaments from reforming the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, in their Adminiſtrations : In arguing 
thus, the Preſbyterian proves fels de ſe ? 
Did the Parliaments ever transfer their Le- 


giſlative 


—— — 
— 


[ 11 7 
giſlative Power, upon the Church Judica- 
tures 2 Surely, humble and moderate Preſ- 
| bytery, would not accept of ſuch an Offer. 
It was to cut offfuch Lordſhips from Church- 
men, that they pray'd and preach'd from 
| the Year 1581 and ſtill thereafter, except 
| when the Power was in their own Hands 
| (for that alters the Ciſe.) Was it not to 
pull down extravagant Power in Church- 
men, that they did zealouſly preach up Re- 
bellion in 1638, and contriv'd a national 
Covenant againſt Church Power ? For this 
alſo, did they preach up and raiſe the Re- 
bellion Anno 1644 with greater Vigour and 
Zeal? Was it not for this, that they then 
' entred into the League and Covenant, with 
thoſe iu England, to pull down the Hierar- 
chy there, with a perpetual Obligation on 
them and their Poſterity, to proſecute that 
| Reſolution with Arms and Arts, and with 
their Lives and Fortunes, until they ſhould 
bring down the Engliſh Hierarchy > And 
is it vat for the {ine end, that the Preſby- 
terians in Scotlund, do with ſuch Zeal adhere 
to their Covenants, as to aſſert their Te- 
nour and Obligation conſtantly, and to: put 
it in the room of the Apoſtolick Creed, in 
Baptiſi. | 
And, ſince theſes Leagues and Covenants, 
not only relate $0 Prefbytery, but are amongſt 


It's 


. 
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it's beſt fundamental Charters ; were con- 
trived for it's Security; and that Preſbytery 
and the Covenant do ſupport one another 
reclprocally ; and that Vows and Covenants 
are ſtronger Obligations than Acts of Par- 
lament, there's no doubt, they will care- 
fully and boldly aſſert, and teach their Diſci- 
ples to believe, that the Obligations with 
theſe Covenants are without, nay, above 
the Reach of the civil Legiſlature; and ſo 
continues ſtill in force, when occaſion (hall 
offer in Britain: Theſe are too ſad Truths 
and not to be overlook'd ſupinely by all 
concern'd, | 

It were very tedious, and I hope uſeleſs 
to uſe more Arguments for proving, that 
there is a Legiſlative Power (and but one) 
exſtant in Britain, which hath as much 
Power, to make and abrogate, to alter and re- 
form Laws; eſpecially Acts of former Parlia- 
ments, in every thing(excepting perhaps their 
own legal ſupreme Conſtitution) which con- 
cerns the Lives and Liberties of the People, 
and the Exerciſe of all other Judicatures 
and Courts, which are not of the Legiſla- 
ture: And the Writer of the Letter 
hath taken up a Plea, which indeed 
tends to prove, that the Preſbyterian Form 
of Government in Scotland, tho? it hath it's 
Being and Subſiſtence by Acts of Parliament; 


as 
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as he himſelf has prov'd ; yet that it is not 
under the Legiſlative Power; which Aſſer- 
tion, contains a heap of inconſiſtent Abſur- 
dities 
And yet, the whole of the Letter and of 
all that 1s pleaded by the Scotch Preſbytery, 
againſt Toleration, does not in the leaſt con- 
cern the preſent Caſe : For it is not deſired 
that the — by Seſſions, Preſbyte- 
ries, Synods, and General Aſſemblies, ſhould 
be taken away: nor is it deſir'd that there 
ſhould be any other Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, 
or juriſdictive Court, ſet up in Scotland; nor 
is it defir'd, that any Eccleſiaſtick Benefice, 
Gleib or Manſe, ſhould be taken from the 
Preſbyterian Miniſters : Nor is it deſired that 
the, Preſbyterians ſhould aſſume any who is 
not of their Confeſſion and Profeſſion, into 
their, Judicatures, no, nor into their Congre- 
gations or Communions, againſt their Will: 
Which doth ſuperabundantly contain all 
that the Acts of Parliament mention'd by 
them, can import. | 

'Tis indeed wiſh'd,that ſince there are ſome 
Difterences between the Members of the Kirk 
of Scotland, and thoſe of a Church 
in Scotland, which is both Chriſtian and 
Reform'd; in Conformity to other Reform'd 
Churches, eſpecially to England, I ſay *tis 
wiſh'd that in theſe Differences, a Party, 
who 
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who is a declir'd Adverſary, ſhould not be 
Judge in theſe Differences. 
2. is wiſh'd that ſuch Reform'd Church 
Members may have Protection in worſhi- 
ping God, in the Reform'd Manner; tho' 
they do nor worſhip God, in the way which 
the Preſbyterians calls Hereſy ; fince the 
way fo call'd by them, is the Region pro- 
feſs d by the Sovereign and Legiſlative Body 
of Britain. | | | | 
3, Tis wiſh'd, that fince, by an Act of 
Parliament the Right of Preſentations to Be- 
nefices, did juſtly and legally belong to the 
Crown and other Laicks, was taken from 
them, on a Suppoſition, that this would con- 
duce to the Peace and Quiet of the People: 
And now, it being found by many fad Ex- 
periments, that the popular Call has octa- 
ſion'd more Tumults; and that the Preſby. 
teries have, viis & moqis drawn the Preſen- 
tations even from the Heretors, and brought 
into the Hands of the meaneft of the People, 
alamode de Jeroboam; and that this Matter 
of Patronages, was not only conſiſtent with, 
and own'd by the Preſbyterian Governinent, 
eſtabliſh'd in the Years 1581, 1592, and 
1638. (which were the three fundamental 
Conſtitutions of Preſbytery in Scotland.) It 
is not, nor can it he underſtood any eſſential 


Part of the Preſbyterian Government, now 
re- 
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re-eſtabliſh'd in Scotland: But a Matter and 
Subject of an Act of Parliament, diſtin& 
from the other Acts, conſtituting Preſby- 
tery ; and after that Preſb _ was FEY 
liſh'd; and as it was quod adeſt vel abeſt, 
fine Preſbyterii interitu; and conſequently 
is very accidentally a Concern of Preſbytery; 
and that the Hopes of any good from 1t, are 
found to be Miſtakes — iſappointments : 
That therefore the Preſentations of Miniſters 
to Benefices may be reſtor d to the antient 
and juſt Titulars, vis. the Queen and other 
Laick Patrons; ſince Res eodem modo diſſol- 
vuntur quo componnntur So may that Act 
of Patronages, be reſcinded as to the Effect 
of Repreſentations to Benefices, allennarly. 
4. Tis wiſh'd that the poor Profeſſors of 
the Englifh Confeſſion of Faith, or of other 
Reform'd Proteſtant Churches, may be pro- 
tected from an Antichriſtian Spirit of Perſe- 
cution; fince a Perſecution of any, who pro- 
feſs a Reform'd Chriſtian Religion, by ha- 
raſſiug of them in their Lives, Perſons and 
Eſtates for no other Cauſe, but becauſe they 
are of that Profeſſion; may be juſtly and tru- 
ly nam d an Antichriſtian Perſecution: For 
if there were a Law which did injoyn ſuch 
a Perſecution (as thanks be to there is 
rant querituy, If a Prince or any Legiſla- 
tive 


wer can apply their Power and Autho- 
B rity 
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rity to the Execution of ſuch a Law; nent 
incurring the {me Sin with the Perſecutors. 
Bur (as is ſaid) ſirce the Laws paſt in 
Favours of Preſbytery, do clearly import 
Toleration to other Reformed. Chriſtians, 
who are not of the Preſbyterian Societies; 
in ſo far as ſome of theſe Acts do allow, even 
Benefices and Churches to thoſe of the Epiſ- 
copal Perſwaſion, who give Teſtimony of their 
Loyalty and Affection to the civil Government, 
and others of theſe Acts do appoint the Privy 
Council to be judges, when Differences do 
ariſe between theſe two Parties; and ſince 
there is no Alteration deſired or propoſed, as 
to the Conſtitution of Kirk Seſſions, Preſbyte- 
ries, Synods, and Aſſemblies; the Loleration 
deſir'd for private Exerciſe in God's Service 
according to the Profeſſion of the Church of 
England, ought rather be encourag id, than 
refus'd. rn tap) coco © 
And on the other hand, ſince there are 
ſtanding good Laws for excluding. Papiſts 
Jacobites, and other Enemies of the civil. 
Governments, from all Benefices and Offi- 
ces; may there not. be an Addition for ſaving 
of the State, from all thoſe who think them- 
ſelves and their Succeſſors fox ever hound, 
by the League and Covenant, to: root out 
or overturn the Church of England, and to 
riſe in arms for that effect; or can any thing 
g C 
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be more oppoſite Fan this is, and muſt be, 
to the Safety, Peace and Union of Britain + 
Eſpecially ſeeing that by ſtanding Laws and 
Acts of Norm drag? the owning of Obliga- 
tions by thefe Leagues and Covenants is 
declared Hi h Freafon: Should then theſe 
Obligations Be preach'd up in Pulpits? And 
far leis made Standards of a Creed, in Bap- 
tiſw, in nah the e Creed ſo long 
rejected. 

"England: may. remember the old Adver- 
f nilement. 

Tum % Res agitur paries cum \proxi- 

mus arakt. 5 

This Paper is made too long, Sic the 

, a Leer! _ of 'Untruth 
and Sophi ry, which are the great Engines 
of the 2 Party; /rhetcſore I hall here 
reſume it ſnortiy, to all who know any thing 
of the Scots Conſtitution, 
27*1ſt;- Poſirion. There is a Legiſlative, and 
but one Legiſlative in the Body politick, 
vis. a Parliament; 
n Whatever that Ecoifiative did make a 
Law, a fucceeding Legiſlative could reſcind 
or alter, extend, or reſtrict, and always did 
ſo, de Jure Gu facto. 

3. The Parliaments, by Acts, did conſti- 
tute and regulate Church Matters, eſpecial- 
ly, quoad Politeiam; and yet more particu- 
| | larly, 
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larly, they did conſtitute Preſbytery in it's 
quadriform Manner; they did alter it, re- 
fund it, reſtore it at Pleaſure, and that not- 
withſtandinz theſe Acts and Conſtity- 
tions, in their Tenour and Form, were ſuch 
as are call'd perpetual, /ine Die & Termino, 
4. Of all Men, the Preſbyterians are moſtly 
in mala fide, to quarrel or impugu this Par- 

liamentary Power, who have and owe their / 

Being, to this Power and Practice of Parlia- 
ments active; to God permiſſive. 5. Tho | 
the Supreme Legiſlative Power, now might | 
| 


reſcind, annul or alter, Ecclefiaſtical Conſti- 
tutions, as well as the Parliaments which - 
did conſtitute Preſpytery, did reſcind, and 

alter the Acts and Statutes of preceding 
Parliaments: Let ſo it is, that the Tolera- 
tion now defired, doth neither annul or ö 
reſcind, the Conſtitution of Preſbyterian Go. |} 
vernment ; but only reſtrict it's Exerciſe 

from perſecut ing good Chriſtians, tho” they 

be not Preſbyterians; which is no Invaſion 

on it, even tho? it were Chriſt's true Church 

in Scotland, de quo dubitatur. 984 
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